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EBELER L Japan-EU Conference

Dimitri Vanoverbeke (University of Leuven)

Facing New Avenues of Japan-EU Cooperation in a
Changing Context: Economic Integration, Disaster
Prevention and Relief Cooperation

The annual Japan-EU conference is organized by the
section of Japanese Studies at the University of Leuven
(KU Leuven) with cooperation of the Université Libre de
Bruxelles, Waseda University and the International
Christian University. It aims to analyze the interaction
between Japan and the EU as strategic partners in the
wider context of regional dynamics. This conference is
held in Brussels and provides one of the only platforms for
policy makers, academics and representatives of business
and civil society to exchange views on the current state of
affairs of the Japan-EU relationship and formulate ideas
and specific suggestions for future policy development. In
addition, the conference aims at contributing to policy
making and network building between actors specialized
in the Japan-EU relationship. The 2011 edition (and 14"
EU-Japan Conference) was exceptionally well attended by
high-level speakers and an audience of about 150 people.
The interest for this event was probably related to the
timeliness of the debated topics; economic cooperation on



the one hand and answers to the triple disaster in Japan of
March 11", 2011 on the other hand.

The title of this year's conference was "Facing New
Avenues of Japan-EU Cooperation in a Changing
Context: Economic Integration, Disaster Prevention and
Relief Cooperation." With the start of the third decade of
Japan-EU cooperation, negotiations about various forms
of 'kizuna' like an EIA are stimulating new levels of
collaboration. The implementation of the FTA with
South-Korea in 2011 and the recent developments related
to the formation of a Trans-Pacific Partnership has
enhanced the relevance of discussing the current efforts or
the scoping exercise as an important step to concluding an
economic partnership between the EU and Japan.
Furthermore, the 11 March Great East Japan Earthquake
has provided an unexpected incentive for specific
cooperation between Japan and the EU, such as relief
efforts and reconstruction as well as disaster prevention.
Specialists related to the mechanisms for the prevention of
disasters in Europe and Japan were present at this
conference and discussed avenues for cooperation.

In the opening keynote addresses Ambassador Viorel I.
Budura (Managing Director for Asia, European External
Action Service) and Ambassador Kojiro Shiojiri (Mission
of Japan to the EU) set the tone for the conference by
stressing the importance of the ongoing discussion on
strengthening the ties between the EU and Japan. The first
session addressed Trade and Investment Cooperation
through presentations by Prof. Yorizumi Watanabe (Keio
University) on Recent Development of Japan's FTA Policy
and Strategy in Asia-Pacific: Some Implications for the
Japan-EU EPAJEIA Talks and by Mr. Michael Smyth
(Member of the European and Social Committee) stressing
the importance of civil society in the economic
cooperation. Prof. Kenichi Ando (Shizuoka University)
addressed the problems and potentials of unbalanced

investment relationship between the EU and Japan and Mr.

Antonio Parenti (Deputy Head of Unit for Trade Relations
with the Far East, European Commission) gave a
presentation on the perspectives of an EU-Japan FTA in a
changing regional trade context. Prof. Tsutomu Kikuchi
(Aoyama Gakuin University) provided a timely discussion
of cooperation and competition over regional institution
building in the Asia-Pacific and finally Minister Kenji
Hirata (Mission of Japan to the EU) provided his positive
view on the need for more economic cooperation.

The lunch session was organized by the EU-Japan
Centre for Industrial Cooperation and featured Mr. Shinji

Fujino, Head of Country Studies Division, International
Energy Agency (IEA) talking about energy policy in
Japan in the Post-Fukushima era.
Japan-EU Disaster Prevention and Relief Cooperation
started with a highly relevant analysis by Mr. Tsuneo
Watanabe (Director of Foreign and Security Policy
Research, Tokyo Foundation) of the Japan-US disaster
relief cooperation (Operation Tomodachi) and providing
his views of the implications for the future. Mr. Agostino
Miozzo (Managing Director for Response,
European External Action Service) talked about EU’s
experiences with relief cooperation inside and outside
Europe before Dr. Florika Fink-Hooijer (Head of Cabinet
of Kristalina Georgieva, Commissioner for International
Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response)
stressed the importance of an intensified partnership
between the EU and Japan on disaster management and
humanitarian relief. Dr. Mitsuyuki Hoshiba (Seismology
and Volocanoloy Research Department, Meteorological
Research Institute, Japan) provided valuable insight into
the so-called Earthquake Early Warning System in Japan.
The EU’s systems for disaster prevention were explained
by Dr. Stephan Lechner (Director of the Institute for the
Protection and Security of Citizen, European
Commission’s Joint Research Centre) and proved to be
different and complementary to the systems in place in
Japan.

The next session on the measures and policies for
disaster management reconstruction and stability started
with a presentation by Mr. lan Clark (Head of Unit - Civil
Protection Policy, Prevention, Preparedness and Disaster
Risk  Reduction, European Commission) on the
development of a European Policy on Disaster
Management. Prof. Kenji Okazaki (National Graduate
Institute for Policy Studies) explained the regional
dimension of disaster reduction cooperation focusing on
Asia which unfortunately accounts for the highest number
of causalities due to natural disasters worldwide. Drs.
Hanne Knaepen (Kyoto University) highlighted a specific
case, namely that of Japan's Official Development
Assistance (ODA) Efforts in Disaster Prevention in
Vietnam. This presentation was followed by a concluding
and forward looking session on future avenues for
Japan-EU cooperation in which Dr. Fraser Cameron
(Director EU-Asia Center), Ambassador Joern Keck, Prof.
Takao Suami (Waseda University) and Mr. Jonathan
Hatwell (Head of Division — Japan, Korea, Australia and
New Zealand, European External Action Service) gave

The next session on
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their views on the future of the relationship between the
EU and Japan.

The conclusions of the intense one-day conference are
manifold but can be summarized by stating that there still
is a long way to go for bridging the different views by
EU’s and Japan’s policymakers and academics alike on
the reasons that form the barriers to the economic
partnership such as NTB’s and FDI but that both parties
realize that the momentum for concluding such a
partnership is building up through global developments.
Also on the second main topic of disaster prevention and
relief cooperation there has never been a clear expression
on the need for concrete cooperation between the EU and
Japan until this conference. Aside from learning that the
system and mechanisms in Japan and in the EU are quite
different in their approach due to the diverging
experiences with disasters, it has become obvious that
there is a clear wish to merge the strong points that both
the EU and Japan have developed so that disaster
prevention and relief cooperation can be tackled in a more
efficient way all over the world. More detailed
information on the conference, a full programme,
presentations and papers of the 14" EU-Japan Conferences
can be consulted on the following
webpage: http://www.wix.com/japaneuconference/14th e
dition#!
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Conference Themes:

Visions of the Other — While politicians are
claiming Asia as a new priority, commentators are
claiming that the EU is still undervaluing Asia.
What is the state of EU-Asia Relations? How do
these two regions view each other and how has
this impacted in the visibility of the EU in the
region? How do current events such as Fukushima
and the Eurozone crisis impact on the Asia EU
relationship?

Models of Integration —What comparisons can be
drawn between different modules of regionalism an
integration as expressed in these two regions?
What lessons can be learnt from the other and
how can different forms of regionalism work
together?

The Way Forward —What will be the challenges
that these regions face in their on-going
relationship building? what models and innovations
for future cooperation are there? What role do
FTAs play in these relationships?

EU and Asia in World Affairs - How do regions
work together on the international stage? What
roles do the EU and Asia have in multilateralism
and global governance? How have recent
international events such as the Arab Spring and
International Financial Crisis impacted how the EU
and Asia interact? Further information at
WwWw.eusaap.org.nz

sarah.christie@canterbury.ac.nz
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