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< First of all, I would like, also on behalf of my
two colleagues, to thank you, to thank you
deeply. Not only for awarding this Prize to the
European Union — many people across Europe
feel grateful and proud tonight, and rightly so
— but also for making this day unforgettable
for the three of us, who have the privilege to
be present here in Oslo on behalf of our Union.
Tusen takk! Thank you.

Fourteen years ago to the day, two politicians
from Northern Ireland stood here before you.
They spoke about how they had made peace,
their part of peace in Europe. One of them,
John Hume, shared how inspiring post-war
for his
precisely because it was so improbable. He
said: If in the late forties I had told people that

reconciliation was own country,



within a few decades, conflicts in Europe
would have ended and we would be working
together in a common parliament, I would
have been sent to a psychiatrist!

the "idea of

Europe" almost equalled peace. You cannot

Immediately after the war,

imagine how strong this was in my own

country. In Belgium, we were simply tired of

serving as battlefield for the quarrels of others.

And this goes back way earlier than the
in the Second World War or
"Ypres' in the First. My home today happens to

"Ardennes"

be close to a place named Waterloo...!
Between the World Wars, your Committee
Initiatives for

rewarded several

Franco-German reconciliation. Chairman
Jagland mentioned Briand and Stresemann.
These men tried, after the First World War, to
establish lasting peace. To no avail, and our
continent suffered, from Naples to Oslo. Then
after the Second World War, we stubbornly
tried again. But precisely when would you be
able to state that lasting peace had been
established? After how many years? Difficult

to decide. So I find it very wise that the

Nobel Committee decided to wait quite a while.

fact, wait sixty years, before

acknowledging that this second time, we got it

In to
right! But rest assured: you made no mistake.
We will not disappoint you.

The ‘Hundred Year War’ is very well known in
our history. Well, in forty years’ time, we will
celebrate the ‘Hundred Year Peace’. >

(H 8 : European Council Press Release, Oslo

10 December, 2012)
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